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forests, several arpents behind the settlements, there
is a slope of as much as fifteen feet. Do you wish
to irrigate your land? Dig a drain to the river, with
a dyke at the end of the drain; and in a short time
it will be covered with water. To work a mill, it is
only necessary to have an opening to the river. The
water flows through the Cypress forests to the sea.
Care must be taken, however, not to abuse this
facility anywhere; as the water could not always
flow away easily, it would, in the end, inundate the
settlements.

At New Orleans there is nothing scarcer than
stones; you might give a louis to get one belonging
to the country, and you would not find it; bricks
made on the spot are substituted for it. Lime is made
from shells, which are obtained at a distance of three
or four leagues on the shores of lake Pontchartrain.
Hills of shells are found there,—a singular thing
for that region; they are also found far inland, at a
depth of two or three feet below the surface. The
following articles are sent down to New Orleans from
the upper country and adjacent territories: salt beef,
tallow, tar, fur, bear’s grease, and, from the Illinois
especially, flour and pork. In this vicinity, and still
more toward Mobile, grow in abundance the trees
called ‘‘ wax-trees,”’ because means have been found
to extract from their seeds a wax, which, if properly
prepared, would be almost equal to French wax. If
the use of this wax could be introduced into Europe,
it would be a very considerable branch of trade for
the Colony.® You will see, by all these details, that
some trade can be carried on at New Orleans. In
former years, when eight to ten ships entered the
Mississipi, that was considered a great number; this



